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Routine Traffic Stop Results in Arrest
Branson Officer Discovers Drugs and Weapon During Traffic Stop

A Branson Police Officer discovered drugs and a weapon following a routine traffic stop early Saturday
morning (October 28) around 4:30 am. Three men were in the vehicle when the officer initiated the stop for
traffic violations. The vehicle stop resulted in the arrest of three men for drug charges. The police officer also
recovered a firearm and stolen property.

“The police officer discovered stolen property that had been taken from several motor vehicles in the
area,” stated Assistant Police Chief Eric Schmitt. “As this traffic stop took place early in the morning, the victims
had not even discovered their cars had been broken into and their property taken,” added Schmitt. Most of the
stolen property has been returned to the owners. “The victims seemed very pleased to be contacted about
their property before they even knew the crime had occurred,” stated Schmitt.

Springfield residents Gregory Komer, age 30 and Matthew Bressman, age 29 were both arrested and
charged with possession of a controlled substance, a class D felony. Branson resident Justin Walsh-Peterson,
age 27, who was also in the vehicle was charged with possession of a class D felony amount of drugs. “He was
also charged with unlawful possession of a firearm which is a class D felony,” stated Schmitt. All three were
booked into the Taney County Jail.

Residents and visitors alike are encouraged to lock their vehicles and not leave personal property visible
from outside the vehicles. “Items such as cell phones, MP3 players, laptop computers and shopping bags make
great targets for thieves,” stated Schmitt. “Don’t just rely on key fobs to lock your vehicle doors, but also take

the time to pull on the door handles to make sure it is properly locked.”

Photos Attached
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Arrested and Charged:

Gregory Komer (30) Springfield, MO.
Possession of a Controlled Substance — Class D Felony

Matthew Bressman (29) Springfield, MO.
Possession of a Controlled Substance — Class D Felony
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Justin Walsh-Peterson (27) Branson, MO.
Possession of a Controlled Substance — Class D Felony
Unlawful Possession of a Firearm — Class D Felony
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